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The jury system is an important judicial system for the judicial 
organizations absorbing the non-professional judges involved in the trial of the 
case, it is mainly divided into two types: one is the jury system, mainly exist in 
common law countries such as Britain, and the United States. Assessor system 
exists in civil law countries, such as Germany, France and so on. Its 
development to this day presents a different situation in various countries. 
Although Britain, France still retained the system, but the jury system in the 
United States has the most prominent development. In August 28, 2004, the 
National People's Congress passed “The Decision to Improve The People's 
Assessor System” (hereinafter referred to as the "Decision"), basically filling a 
blank in China's legislation on the assessor system. But in the judicial practice, 
the situation of “attending without hearing, hearing without deliberating” is still 
prevalent. It is necessary to solve the problem regarding how to change the 
awkward position of our people's assessor, to play the due role of people's 
assessor and to embody its superiority. 
This article begins with the origin and development of the jury system in 
Britain, the United States, France, Germany and other countries, compares the 
jury system and the assessor system, especially focusing on the comparison 
between our people's assessor system and the U.S. jury system, analyzes the 
problem existing in the present assessor system, and explores methods solving 
these problems under the existing legal framework and judicial resources, and 
puts forward the idea of a people's jury reform. This article is composed of 
three parts including the introduction, the main body and conclusion, and the 
main body consists of four chapters. 
Chapter 1 describes the beginning，development and the status quo of jury 














analyzes the value of the jury system. compares the jury system and the assessor 
system, summarized their similarities and differences. 
Chapter 2 describes the emergence and development of our people's 
assessor system and focuses on the status quo of the assessor system after the 
Decision going into effect. compares the people's assessor system in China and 
the U.S. jury system. 
Chapter 3 analyzes the existing problems of people's assessor system in 
China such as the vacancy of constitutional status, the lack of accountability 
and oversight mechanisms of the assessors. 
Chapter 4 introduces the controversy about whether to maintain or to 
abolish the assessor system, which exists all along in theoretical and practical 
circles. But based on the value of its existence and significance of the assessor 
system, the author believes that reform is the most desirable way. Also in this 
Chapter the author conceives some thoughts about the reform of people's 
assessor system. 
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